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Gentlemen of the General Assembly, Officers of State, and Fellow
Citizens :

For the people of Iowa, and especially for you, their representatives
in the Executive, Legislative and Judicial departments, this day
may well be devoted to congratulations. The people will rejoice
that this great structure, now so near completion, has been erected
with economy, honesty, and sound judgment, and without special taxa-
tion, or debt. Their representatives rejoice that they can now enter
into appropriate halls with abundance of heaven’s pure air and clear
light, and with suitable chambers for the important work of their
committees. Their Executive and Judicial officers have special rea-
son to be glad that they are soon to leave the inconvenient and inse-
cure quarters hitherto assigned them, for the safe and spacious rooms
where fire cannot destroy, where thieves cannot easily break through
and steal, and where moth and rust are far less likely to corrupt.
All our people, in public or in private life, will to-day experience pro-
found gratification that all the high authorities of government, the
elect of their suffrage, enter in their name into the possession of a State
House befitting the intelligence and the wealth, the diignity and the
worth of a State which is justly proud of her record of good govern-
ment. It is the third time that the State has taken possession of a
Capitol building. As the immigrating farmer willingly passes his
first difficult years in a cabin of logs, and when his family is better

grown, and the tide of steady prosperity has enriched him, erects a



































